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A Confirmation of tohat tpas formerly Prmted in Niimb. so. 
efthefe tra&s^ about the manner of Spiders proJeSiing 
their Thredsy communicated by Mr^]oha'Wt^y,tothe 
Fnblijher, 

C concerning the manner of Spiders projecting thttr 
J threads^ I received the following account frooi Dr. 
Hufe, from whom (to do him right) I muft acknowledge,! 
had the firft notice of this partiailar, v.hichwasnot long 
after conDmunicatcd to me By another ingenious Friend, 
whofc Letter I formerly fent you to be imparted to theiJ. 
Society. Nor is it any great wonder, fh«t frvquiluive per- 
fons, applying thcmfelves toofaferve aod confider the fame 
Jubjedsjfljould make the (arae difcoveries. 

I have (faith he) fecn them flioot their webbs three yard* 
long before they begin to fayli and theji they will (as it 
were) flyaway incredibly fwiir. Which Ph^n/^menondoth 
foniewha*; puzic roe, feeing oftentimes the Air d^ -th not move 
a quarter fofaft as they fcem to iiy, M'jQiy i!>ey projed 
their threads fingle, wTthout dividing or forking at aUto 
be feen In them : Sometimes thicy will ftioct the thread up* 
ward, and will n.ount up with it ina line. llmort perpendi- 
cular 5 and at other times, they projeft itin a jinc parallel 
to the plain cf the Horizon 5 as you may often lee by their 
thread? that run from ono tree to anotlKT, and likcwife in 
Chambers from one wall to another. I conftfs, this Ob- 
fervation c?t firfl made me think, t hat they couJd fly,becaufe 
1 could not conceive, how a thread could be drawn fb 
parallel to the Horizon between two Wal!s or Trees, asa- 
bove-faid^unlefs the Spider flew through the Air in a ftraight 
line* The way of forking their threads is exprei]'; d by the 
followingFigure.(See r^i.a.F/^.VII.) What reafon (bould be 
given of this dividing,! know notjCxcept that their threads 
being thus winged 5 become better able to fuftain them in 
the Air. They 
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They will often faften their threads in feveral places to 
the things, they creep upon .• The manner is, by beating 
their taylesagainft them as they creep along 3 which may 
be underftoGd by this line. See Tak 2.F?;g. VIII.By this fre- 
quent beating in of their thread among the a/perities of the 
place, where they creep, they either fecure it againft the 
windjthat it be not eafily blown away ; or elfe, whil/l they 
hang by it, if one ftick breaks, another holds faftj fo that 
they do not fall to theground, 

A Note Cemeermng the mxtfongoing ReUtion, 

AFter we had received the precedent Confirmation 
touching the firfl obferver of the Darting of Spiders^ 
there came to hand a Letter from that Inquifitive Gentle- 
mdin^t Martin Lijier^ intimating, That if we were not yet 
fully fatisfied about that matter, he had this further to fay j 
that Mr. Wra^ knew nothing of his knowing it,no more than 
he (Mr«i//?er)knew,that either he or any body elfe knew it, 
untill fuch time, as he occafionally fenthim a Catalogue of 
our Englifli Spiders : Upon which fubjeftjin the next Letter, 
Mr. H^raj/ put this among other queftions to Mr. Lijiety whe- 
ther he had obferved the Darting of Spiders ; To which he 
anfwer'd in the affirmative, relating to him many other cir- 
cumftances not obferved by him before, fo that he was tlcfi- 
red by M, Wray^xo draw up his notes, and fuffer him to pre* 
itntthtvsitoxhtR.Society'. which he did. After which,the 
faid Notes were alfo publilh'd , in Nuntb, 50* of rhefe 
Books. 

Whence it appears, that this Obftrvation is as well Mr. 
lifiers, as Dr. Hulfes (as is alfo acknowledged in the begin* 
ning of the precedent Account; ) though it be true alfb,that 
when it was written and fent by the former of thofe two 
.Gentlemen,it was not then a thing altogether unknown to 
Mr, PVray;, but confirmed and enlarged by Mr. t^tr/ own 
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(ai05) 

Obfervations. Which was thought fit to add here, that 
nothing might be detrafted from Mr. Lifter for permitting 
his Notes in the lately mention'd Tradt to be publiflied as 
his ownjwhich really they are. 

An Accompt of Ibme Books* 

h DE CORPORVM AFFECTIONIBVS cMmMAmFESTlS 
turn OCCVLTiS^ LibriDHo: SeuProfffotaper Experi- 
menta PhJlofophi£ Specimen^ Auth. J. B. Du Hamel, 
Eeckfia Bajocefijit CancclUrio^ Pa rifiis, 1 6-jo.in 1 2 % 

T He Learned Author of this Treatife having reprefen- 
ted in the Preface^ that the Grecian Philolbphy con- 
cerning Nature, bath been fb far from being able to grow 
up any thing confiderably, that by the more Generous and 
the more Intelligent men of this Age, it is efteem'd rather 
to have degenerated and decayed 5 giveth here a Specimen 
of Natural Philolbphy improved and advanced by Obfer* 
vationsand Experiment's 5 not only endeavouring to ex* 
plicate,from the Principles of the Modern Philofophers, the 
Qualities and Powers ofBodiesjbut alfo giving an Accompt 
of the more notable Experiments, made in this Age in di- 
vers pldGes3as£»g/4»<5f,/>*4«fe.//<r/;', Germany J d^x. In the 
Performance of which he treats, 

In his Firfi Bool^of the Origine and Nature of Qcialities 
in General^ then,of Heat and Cold ; of Fluidity and Firm- 
nefiand other Tadile Qualities ; ofTafts, Smells, Sounds, 
Light,and Colours, In the Sec0fjd,O[ Medicaments in Ge- 
neral 5 then,ofthe Vertue and Uie of Preparing.Alterative, 
Purgativcjand Topical Medicines ; as alio of Poyfonsand 
Antidotes. In the fame, he proceeds to confider Magne- 
tifmejEledricity, Gravity in general, and the Accelerated 
motion of Heavy Bodies.* Concluding the whole with the 
confideration of Librated Liquors, and the Weight of the 
Air. 
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